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Title: Allegany County Library System Launches “Fall Food for Fines: Paws and 

Plates Edition” 

Library staff mobilize to support local families and pets in need this November 

CUMBERLAND, MD — The Allegany County Library System (ACLS) staff are always compassionate 

and attuned to the needs of the communities they serve. This November, they’ve worked hard — and 

quickly — to respond to two growing concerns in our area. 

With news that SNAP benefits will be paused beginning in November and that the local animal shelter is 

facing leadership changes and an increased strain on resources, ACLS staff have come together to 

launch a special community initiative: Fall Food for Fines: Paws and Plates Edition. 

Throughout entire month of November, all ACLS library locations will collect non-perishable food 

items for the Western Maryland Food Bank and Purina pet food for the Allegany County Animal 

Shelter. For each item or pound of kibble donated, one dollar will be waived from library fines — with 

no limit this year. Patrons without fines are also encouraged to participate and help make a difference for 

local families and furry friends in need. 

“Our staff saw an opportunity to help meet two important community needs — food security and animal 

welfare — and immediately got to work,” said Shea Morse, Public Services Coordinator at the Allegany 

County Library System, “We’re proud to be part of a community that looks out for one another.” 

For more information about Fall Food for Fines: Paws and Plates Edition, visit 

www.alleganycountylibrary.info or stop by any ACLS library location. 
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